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Bute Inlet: Cruising the Frontier
Fiord of the South Coast

With its temperamental weather, limited moorage and abundant
wildlife (Including bears), Bute may seem a daunting destination
for some. But for those willing to brave its challenges, it's one of

the most spectacular places on the B.C. coast.
By Adam McKenty

Crew Overboard!

No one wants to hear the fearful cry of “crew overboard!” But
once a person is in the water, a quick recovery could mean the dif-
ference between life and death. Here’s a review of the top three

manoeuvres for getting crew out of the water.
By Mark Stevens

The Gulf Islands National Park Reserve

Canada has a new national park in the Gulf Islands! Check out
where the sites are, what makes them different and what they

offer recreational boaters.
By Don Watmough

The Impaired Mariner

With all that coastline and a minimal police presence on the
water, it may be tempting to take the helm while impaired.
Marine lawyer examines the laws and the potential consequences

of drinking and driving.
By Darren Williams

Searching for Bunsby

When a shroud snapped on their sailboat, Elsie and Steve
Hulsizer found the Bunsby Islands were a good place to be

stranded—and catch up on some Charles Dickens.
By Elsie Hulsizer

Inflatables Roundup 2005

This year, manufacturers give us a wider range of stylish fibreglass
and aluminium-hulled inflatables, as well as more sportboats and
heavier engine capacity.

By Peter Vassilopoulos
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On the cover... Heading out to play, the new
Cheoy Lee 72 will be reviewed in the June
Issue of PY. PETER VASSILOPOULOS PHOTO
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STORY AND PHOTOS
BY ADAM MCKENTY

““Iniletl

Cruising the Frontier Fiord
of the SOuth Coast

For those
willing to
brave Its
challenges,
Bute Is one

of the most

spectacular
places on the
B.C. coast.

After seven hours motor-
Ing up Bute, McKenty
and crew dropped the

hook at the head of the
inlet. Mount Rodney’s
twin peaks are visible
to the left with Superb
Mountain’'s sawtooth
summit in the centre.

lean timber wolf trots towards us
through the tall grass alongside the
Homathko River. Across the rolling
meadow, huge mountains heave up
from the valley bottom, their ice-capped peaks
gleaming in the midday sun. The wolf saunters out
of the grass, crosses the riverbank and stops at the
water's edge. Fifteen metres away, our rubber din-
ghy labours against the current. I watch from the
canoe as we're towed upriver behind the dinghy,
and the wolf stares back at us intently.

As we slowly pass, it follows, ambling among the giant stumps
beached on the muddy bank. Our handheld radios buzz with inter-
boat communication.

“Do wolves swim?” someone asks.

Not today. Two boatloads of wide-eyed humans don’t interest the
wolf for long, and it slips away into the underbrush. We’re not disap-
pointed. There’s enough adventure in Bute’s rugged vastness to satisfy
any visitor—and then some.

Branching oft the tangle of tide-swept passages north of the Strait
of Georgia, Bute is a 40-mile-long fiord that cuts deep into the rocky
backbone of the Coast Mountains. Home to abundant wildlife (and
a few hardy people), it remains a backwater of B.C. cruising, visited
by only a handful of boats each year. The few willing to brave its
isolation, unpredictable climate and complete lack of protected
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